Stephen Silverstein, Ph.D.

Associate Professor
Baylor University

Department of Modern Languages and Cultures

One Bear Place #97391

Waco, TX 76798

e-mail: Stephen_Silverstein@baylor.edu
EDUCATION
University of Virginia, Ph.D. Spanish, 2012
University of Virginia, M.A. Spanish, 2007
Southern Connecticut State University, Foreign Language Teacher Certification K–12, 2003
Rutgers University, B.A. Spanish / B.S. Finance, 2001
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
Co-Editor-In-Chief, Latin American Jewish Studies (2023–present)
Graduate Program Director of Spanish, Baylor University, Waco, TX (2020–2023)
Associate professor, Baylor University, Waco, TX (2018–present)

Assistant professor, Baylor University, Waco, TX (2012–2018)
Spanish graduate instructor, University of Virginia, Charlottesville, VA (2005–2012)
Spanish instructor, Semester at Sea, Institute for Shipboard Education, Charlottesville, VA (summer 2007, spring 2011, summer 2012)
Preceptor for Spanish 201, University of Virginia, Charlottesville, VA (2007–2008)
Spanish teacher, Weston Public High School, Weston, CT (2001–2005)
Volunteer, American Sephardi Federation, New York, NY (June–September 2004)
Volunteer interpreter, University of Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey, New Brunswick, NJ (2001–2002)

SCHOLARLY ACTIVITY
SINGLE-AUTHORED BOOK
Silverstein, Stephen. The Merchant of Havana: The Jew in the Cuban Abolitionist Archive. Nashville: Vanderbilt UP, 2016.
· “Best Book in Latin American Jewish Studies,” Latin American Jewish Studies Association, 2017.
· Reviewed in Hispanic Review 85.4 (Autumn 2017): 501–503; Rocky Mountain Review of Language and Literature 71.2 (Fall 2017): 248-250; The Americas 75.1 (January 2018): 251-253; Revista de Estudios Hispánicos 52.1 (March 2018): 278–281; Hispanic American Historical Review 98.3 (2018): 537–539; Dirāsāt Hispānicas. Revista Tunecina de Estudios Hispánicos 5 (2018): 114–118; New West Indian Guide / Nieuwe West-Indische Gids 92.3–4 (2018): 310–311; Association for Jewish Studies Review 43.2 (November 2019): 475–477; Hispanófila 186.1 (2019): 160–62.
· Spanish translation forthcoming with the Editorial Universidad de La Habana.
EDITED VOLUMES

1. Silverstein, Stephen, ed. Latin American Jewish Studies 1.2 (Fall 2022).
2. Silverstein, Stephen and Rafael Acosta de Arriba, eds. La escritura de Leonardo Padura. Madrid: Instituto Cervantes, 2021.

· View the book presentation: https://cultura.cervantes.es/espanya/es/la-escritura-de-leonardo-padura/145292
· Reviewed in https://oncubanews.com/cultura/la-escritura-de-leonardo-padura-un-festin-literario/; https://www.cubahora.cu/cultura/la-escritura-de-leonardo-padura-una-estacion-de-analisis; https://noticiascubanas.com/2021/10/04/la-escritura-de-leonardo-padura-una-estacion-de-analisis/; https://progresosemanal.us/20210913/padura-y-la-caja-de-las-letras/; https://www.heraldo.es/noticias/ocio-y-cultura/2021/09/13/primeras-versiones-de-dos-novelas-el-legado-de-leonardo-padura-en-la-caja-de-las-letras-del-instituto-cervantes-1519150.html; https://adncuba.com/noticias-de-cuba/actualidad/padura-deposita-manuscritos-en-espana.
ARTICLES AND CHAPTERS IN REFEREED JOURNALS AND BOOKS
1. Silverstein, Stephen. “The Image of the Jew in Nineteenth-Century Latin American Fiction.” Routledge Companion to Nineteenth-Century Latin America. New York: Routledge (forthcoming).
2. Silverstein, Stephen. “The Jewish Slave-Trader Trope in De la esclavitud en Cuba.” Jews Across the Americas: 1492-Present. New York: New York UP, 2023. 
3. Silverstein, Stephen. “Spectral Illuminations: Leonardo Padura’s Herejes (2013).” Latin American Jewish Studies 1.2 (Fall 2022): 41–49.
4. Stephen Silverstein y Rafael Acosta de Arriba. “Un escritor es un almacén de ideas: Entrevista a Leonardo Padura.” Revista de la Biblioteca Nacional José Martí 111.2 (julio-diciembre 2020): 113–22.
5. Silverstein, Stephen. “José Antonio Saco: An Early Critic of Anti-Semitism.” Revista Canadiense de Estudios Hispánicos (Spring 2019): 609–26.
6. Silverstein, Stephen. “Repetir Guillén: Tres tentativas sobre Nicolás Guillén en el siglo veintiuno.” In Nicolás Guillén y El son entero: Miradas desde el siglo XXI, eds. Ana Gloria Chouciño Fernández and Ana María González Marfud. Santiago de Compostela: Universidad de Santiago de Compostela, 2018, 173–98.

7. Silverstein, Stephen. “‘La relación de sus males, [y] el medio de curarlos’: Transamerican Models of Slave-Labor Organization in José Antonio Saco’s Análisis de una obra sobre el Brasil.” Dirāsāt Hispānicas. Revista Tunecina de Estudios Hispánicos (June 2016): 79–92.
8. Silverstein, Stephen. “Deleuzo-Guattarian Becoming in Cristina Rivera Garza’s La cresta de Ilión.” Letras Femeninas (Winter 2016): 116–32.
9. Silverstein, Stephen. “The Cuban Anti-Antislavery Genre: Anselmo Suárez y Romero’s Colección de artículos and the Policy of Buen Tratamiento.” Revista Hispánica Moderna 68.1 (June 2015): 59–75.

10. Silverstein, Stephen. “Racial Alchemy and Alejandro Tapia y Rivera’s La cuarterona.” Chasqui: Revista de Literatura Latinoamericana 44.1 (May 2015): 119–35.

11. Silverstein, Stephen. “La hibridación en las Cartas de Luis de Carvajal, el Mozo.” Mexican Studies/Estudios Mexicanos 31.1 (Winter 2015): 1–21.

12. Silverstein, Stephen. “Jorge Luis Borges’s Poetic Response to the Arab-Israeli Six-Day War.” Hipertexto 19 (Winter 2014): 31–42.
13. Silverstein, Stephen. “Ragpickers of Modernity: Cristina Rivera Garza’s Nadie me verá llorar and Walter Benjamin’s Theses on the Philosophy of History.” Revista de Estudios Hispánicos 47.3 (October 2013): 533–59.
14. Silverstein, Stephen. “The Cuban Protest Song from Pablo Milanés to Los Aldeanos.” In Sounds of Resistance: The Role of Music in Multicultural Activism, eds. Lindsay Michie Eades and Eunice Rojas. Santa Barbara: Praeger, 2013, 397–421.
15. Silverstein, Stephen. “The Discourse of Jewish Differences in J. M. Coetzee’s Disgrace.” Jewish Social Studies: History, Culture, Society 17.2 (Winter 2011): 80–100.
CONTRIBUTIONS
Silverstein, Stephen. “Introduction to the Special Issue in Honor of David William Foster.” In Latin American Jewish Studies 1.2 (Fall 2022): 1–3.
Silverstein, Stephen and Rafael Acosta de Arriba. “Prólogo.” In La escritura de Leonardo Padura. Stephen Silverstein and Rafael Acosta de Arriba, eds. Madrid: Instituto Cervantes, 2021, 11–18.
Silverstein, Stephen. “The Uses of Anti-Semitism in Nineteenth-Century Cuba.” Latin American Jewish Studies 33.1 (2013): 50–51.
TRANSLATION
Sala Valldaura, Josép María. “Popular Theatre and the Spanish Stage, 1737–1798.” In A History of Theatre in Spain, eds. Maria M. Delgado and David T. Gies; trans. Stephen Silverstein. Cambridge: Cambridge UP, 2012, 134–56.
BOOK REVIEWS
Mazal Tov, Amigos! Jews and Popular Music in the Americas, eds. Amalia Ran and Moshe Morad. Boston: Brill, 2016. In Chasqui: Revista de Literatura Latinoamericana 48.2 (May 2019): R30–32.

Alvarado Planas, Javier. La adminstración de Cuba en los siglos XVIII y XIX. Madrid: Boletín
Oficial del Estado y Centro de Estudios Políticos y Constitucionales, 2017. In Dieciocho 41.1
(Spring 2018): 162–64.
INVITED LECTURES AND PRESENTATIONS
“Caminos transátlanticos: El hombre que amaba los perros y las novelas policiales del siglo XXI,” XXVIII Semana de Autor: Leonardo Padura, Casa de América, December 11–15, 2023.
“La escritura de Leonardo Padura,” Book presentation: Como polvo en el viento by Leonardo Padura, Funcación Comillas, May 9, 2022.
“Repetir Guillén: Tres tentativas sobre Nicolás Guillén en el siglo XXI,” Jornadas “Nicolás Guillén y El son entero,” Universidad de Santiago de Compostela, September 20–21, 2017.

“Constructing Cubanness: Negotiating Whiteness, Blackness, and Jewishness in Late Colonial Cuba,” First International Interdisciplinary Conference, Benedictine University at Mesa, July 15–16, 2017 (keynote).

“Afterthoughts on The Merchant of Havana,” Schusterman Center for Jewish Studies, University of Texas at Austin, April 7, 2017.
Discussant at “Enseñanza de la lengua española: Gramática, escritura y oralidad,” Universidad de La Habana, Jan. 10–12, 2017.

“El judío conceptual y empírico en la Cuba decimonónica,” La comunidad hebrea de Cuba: ayer y hoy, El Instituto Juan Marinello (Havana), Dec. 17–18, 2015.

Discussant at “Jewish Life in the Americas: A Symposium,” Schusterman Center for Jewish Studies, University of Texas at Austin, Nov. 1–2, 2015.

“Cultivating Cubanness: Antonio Bachiller y Morales’s (1812–1889) La venta de un ingenio,” South Central Modern Language Association Conference, Oct. 18–22, 2014.

“The Jewish Slave Trader Myth,” Jewish Community Center of Austin, Jan. 26, 2014.

“Cristina Rivera Garza y la bioética,” University of Texas–Pan American Conference on Bioethics, Apr. 4, 2013.

“Matthew Frye Jacobson’s Whiteness of a Different Color,” University of Texas–Pan American, Apr. 3, 2013.

“Rereading Crypto-Jewish Writing: Luis de Carvajal’s Hidden Polemic with His Inquisitors,” The Spanish Inquisition: Rereadings and New Questions, University of Virginia, Nov. 4, 2011.
CONFERENCE ACTIVITY
“José Antonio Saco: An Early Critic of Anti-Semitism,” Association for Jewish Studies 55th Annual Conference, December 19, 2023.
“¿Por qué leer en el siglo XXI?”, X Congreso Internacional de la Cátedra UNESCO, September 16, 2022.

“Jornada Científica Estudiantil,” (coordinator) Baylor University, April 19–23, 2021.
“Marranismo in Ricardo Palma’s La casa de Pilatos,” Latin American Jewish Studies Association 19th International Research Conference, June 28–30, 2021.
“Anti-modernismo, antisemitismo y Sab de Gertrudis Gómez de Avellaneda,” XX Congreso

Asociación Internacional de Hispanistas, July 7–12, 2019.

“José Antonio Saco: An Early Critic of Anti-Semitism,” XXXVIII Congreso y Asamblea de ALDEEU, June 7–11, 2018.
“Cecilia Valdés, Cirilo Villaverde’s Transnational Self-Translation,” 36th International Congress of the Latin American Studies Association, May 23–26, 2018.
“Notional Jewishness in Nineteenth-Century Cuba,” 17th World Congress of Jewish Studies, August 6–10, 2017.

“José Antonio Saco: Anti-Semitism’s Earliest Critic,” Latin American Jewish Studies Association 18th International Research Conference, July 3–5, 2017.

Chair: “Rereading Jewish Cuba: Encounters, Bridges, Memory,” 34th International Congress of the Latin American Studies Association, May 27–30, 2016. Presentation: “José Antonio Saco’s Critique of Anti-Semitism in ‘El domingo en los Estados Unidos.’”
“‘La relación de sus males, [y] el medio de curarlos’: Transamerican Models of Slave-Labor Organization in José Antonio Saco’s Análisis de una obra sobre Brasil,” Modern Language Association Annual Convention, Jan. 7–10, 2016.
“The Notional Jew: Judaizing the Merchant in Nineteenth-Century Cuba,” Latin American Jewish Studies Association 17th International Research Conference, June 21–23, 2015.
“Another Cuban Counterpoint: Coffee and Sugar,” 33rd International Congress of the Latin American Studies Association, May 27–30, 2015.
“Jewish Participation in the Transatlantic Slave Trade,” Latin American Jewish Studies Association Annual Conference, May 1–2, 2014.
“Liberalism, Slavery, and Anselmo Suárez y Romero’s Colección de artículos,” Modern Language Association Annual Convention, Jan. 9–12, 2014.
“The Uses of Anti-Semitism in Nineteenth-Century Cuba,” Latin American Jewish Studies Association 16th International Research Conference, June 9–11, 2013.
“Racial Alchemy and Alejandro Tapia y Rivera’s La cuarterona,” Emory University Interdisciplinary Conference on Latin American Studies, Feb. 22–23, 2013.
“Cristina Rivera Garza, Historical Rag-Picker of Nadie me verá llorar,” Mountain Interstate Foreign Language Conference, Nov. 8, 2010.
“The Anti-Abolitionism of the Cuban Reformers,” South Atlantic Studies Forum, Apr. 28, 2010.
“Merchants, Slavers, and Jews: Villaverde’s Cecilia Valdés,” South Atlantic Modern Language Association, Nov. 6–8, 2009.
“Texto y subtexto en las Cartas de Luis de Carvajal, el mozo,” Mountain Interstate Foreign Language Conference, Oct. 8–10, 2009.
“The Discourse of Racial Purity in Gómez de Avellaneda’s Sab,” Negritud International Conference: Journal of Afro Latin American Studies, Mar. 12–14, 2009.
“Jewish Demons in Nineteenth-Century Cuba: The Role of the Jew in Cuban Abolitionist Fiction,” South Atlantic Modern Language Association, Nov. 9–11, 2007.
TEACHING ACTIVITY
Baylor University
“Critical Race Theory, U.S. Immigration, and Arthur Miller’s Focus,” Honors Colloquium, Honors College, Baylor University
“Anti-Semitism and the Holocaust,” guest lecturer in Modern Judaism, Baylor University
Spanish 5388 Uses of Mestizaje in Latin America
Spanish 4388 Uses of Mestizaje in Latin America

Spanish 3354 Survey of Latin American Literature to 1880
Spanish 3305 Introduction to Hispanic Literature
Spanish 2320 Intermediate Spanish II
Spanish 1401 Elementary Spanish
University of Virginia
Spanish 3420 Survey of Latin American Literature I: Colonial to 1900
Spanish 3300 Texts and Interpretation
Spanish 312 Spanish Composition
Spanish 202 Advanced Intermediate Spanish
Spanish 201 Intermediate Spanish
Spanish 106 Accelerated Elementary Spanish
Spanish 101 Elementary Spanish
Semester at Sea
Spanish 4050 The Uses of Race in Abolitionist Fiction
Spanish 3030 Cultural Conversations
Spanish Conversation
Weston High School
Spanish 1, 2, 3, 4, 4-Honors, 6-Advanced Placement
GRANTS, AWARDS, AND HONORS
University Research Committee grant ($4,500), Baylor University (2018)

“Best Book in Latin American Jewish Studies,” The Merchant of Havana: The Jew in the Cuban Abolitionist Archive, Latin American Jewish Studies Association (2017)
Faculty Research Award, Baylor University (2014, nominated)
Research leave, Baylor University (fall 2015, spring 224)
Modern Languages and Cultures Undergraduate Research Small Grant, Baylor University (2015)
National Endowment for the Humanities Summer Seminar “Jewish Buenos Aires,” Buenos Aires, Argentina (2014)

Summer sabbatical, Baylor University (2013, 2014, 2022)
Light Your World Banquet invitee, Phi Kappa Chi, Baylor University (2014)
Summer Faculty Institute, Baylor University (2013, declined; 2016)
Buckner W. Clay Endowment for the Humanities Grant, University of Virginia (2011)
Robert J. Huskey Travel Fellowship, University of Virginia (2007, 2010)
Public Humanities Fellowship in South Atlantic Studies, University of Virginia and Virginia Foundation for the Humanities (2010)
Charles Gordon Reid Fellowship, University of Virginia (2010)
Jewish Studies Interdisciplinary Graduate Fellowship, University of Virginia (2009–10, 2010–11)
Early Dissertation Year Fellowship, University of Virginia (2009–10)
President’s Fellowship, University of Virginia (2005–2007)
Summer Language Fellowship, University of Virginia (2006, 2009)
Graduate with honors, Rutgers University (2001)
Spanish Honor Society of Rutgers (2000)
Golden Key National Honor Society Member (2000)

SERVICE
Hispanic Linguistics Asst. Professor Search Committee (Chair), Baylor University, 2022–23
Administrative Assistant Search Committee (member), Baylor University, 2021–22

Latin American Studies Committee (member), Baylor University, 2021–present

Undergraduate Award Committee (member), Baylor University, 2021–22

Dismissal Committee, Baylor University, 2020–present
Editorial Board Latin American Jewish Studies

Edna Aizenberg Research Award Selection Committee, 2019, 2023
Faculty Ombudsperson Selection Committee, Baylor University, 2017
Board of Directors, Latin American Jewish Studies Association, 2018
Personnel Benefits Advisory Committee, Baylor University, 2016–present
Program committee member, Latin American Jewish Studies Association 18th International Research Conference
Modern Languages and Cultures Colloquium Chair, Baylor University, fall 2016
Organized visit of Ana María González Mafud (University of Havana) and Carlos Federico Martí Brenes (La Unión de Escritores y Artistas de Cuba) to Baylor University, spring 2015, fall 2018, academic year 2020–21
Reviewer of article manuscripts for: 
· Revista Canadiense de Estudios Hispánicos

· Dieciocho
· Hispania
· Journal of the Midwest Modern Language Association
Travel grants committee member for the Latin American Jewish Studies Association 17th International Research Conference
Co-faculty advisor to the Spanish club, Baylor University
Co-faculty advisor to the Brazilian Jiu Jitsu club, Baylor University
Invitation to Excellence dinner, Baylor University, Oct. 24, 2014; January 22, 2016
Graduation marshal, Baylor University, May 17, 2013
THESIS ADVISING AND READING

Abby Baier, “Failed Motherhood in Cecilia Valdés (1882)” (MA thesis advisor, Baylor University)
Veronica García, “Hector P. García” (MA thesis advisor, Baylor University, 2023)
Samuel Kavan, “Edward Bernays” (honor’s thesis advisor, Baylor University)
David Lewis Pottinger, “Origins of Democracy in Costa Rica and Nicaragua” (honor’s thesis reader, Baylor University, 2018)

Tiffany Lu, “Blind Ambition” (honor’s contract supervisor, Baylor University, 2018)
Hipatia Medina, “La narrativa del narcotráfico en México del siglo XXI” (master’s thesis reader, Baylor University, 2015)
ACADEMIC MEMBERSHIP
American Jewish Association

International Research Group on the Second Slavery
Latin American Jewish Studies Association 
Latin American Studies Association
Modern Language Association
South Central Modern Language Association
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